B FIGURE12.7 Addiction andthe Brain:
The Mesolimbic Dopamine Pathway
This figure shows the mesolimbic dopamine pathway, beginning with

the VTA and ending in the prefrontal cortex. Dopamine is a critical
component of the brain reward circuitry.

Source: Hyman et al. (2006, p. 571). Reprinted with permission from
Annual Reviews.
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